The dental role in smoking cessation advice for patients with mental and behavioural disorders--time for improvement?
The past few years have seen an increasing emphasis upon the role of the dental team in smoking cessation. The recent advances in knowledge of the level and role of tobacco use in patients with mental and behavioural disorders, the biological factors involved and the influences of tobacco on psychiatric medication metabolism and side effects has not been reflected in dental postgraduate education. Perhaps it is time for an evidence based improvement in care standards by referring these patients for specialist cessation advice?